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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF DOCTOR THOMAS ROWLAND YAPP

| provide this stalement in responss (o a request under Rule 8 of the Inguiry Rules 2006 dated
3 July 2018,

i, Thomas Rowland Yapp, will say as follows: -

Section 1: Introduction
1. Dr Thomas Rowland Yapp
Princess  of Wales Hospital, Colty Road, Bridgend CF31 1RGO
DOB 11/06/1965
MB BCh FRCP (UK} MA.

2. Consultant Gastroenterciogist, Roval Gwent Mospltal, Newport 0472000 - 04/2003,
Consultant Gastrosnterclogist, Princess of Wales Hospilal, Bridgend 04/2003

onwards.

3. No membership of any commilises or groups relevant to the Inquiry's Temmns of
Reference,

Responses o oriticism of Elaine Huxdey

Section 2:

4. A review of the notes revesls that my predecessor, Dr John Morris, discussed
freatment {with Interferon) with the patient in November 2001, Reference is mads to
the NICE guidancs at the time and the need for a liver biopsy. The notes suggest that

WITN3562001-1



the patient was not keen on undergoing a liver biopsy at first but agresed in 2003, This
ravealed a minimally active chronic HOV hepslitls (Ishaek necroinflammatory score
2/18, fibrosis stage 0/8). Atthis stegs, a joint decision was made not lo treat with single
agent interferon, and a subsequent letter In 2008 describes a conversation about her
‘minimal disease’ and ‘thal by waiting she doss not lose anything as reatments may
become belier and easier 1o tolerale’. Ms Hindey was offered combination treatment
{interforon + Ribavirin}, when i became avallable in Bridgend, in 2008 and slarted the
freaimend in sarly 2007. | am sorry that she now fesls that she was not given snough
information at the time o makes her choles with regand 1o the treatment.

5. The cost of medication doss sometimss come up In conversation with palients {(with a
rangs of conditions, including HCV), whan looking at management options but this has
never influenced my decigion fo real or not. Al the time of her diagnosis, reatment
was limited to single agent Interferon, with low sucoess and high side-effact rales. The
maove io combination therapy {(Interferon + Ribavirin} conferred a number of benefits,
but was not widely available locally untll 2008. This is because of a lack of nursing
rasources {ses below™) and we could anly trest one or two palients at a times, Patlenis
with severe or moderats HCV-related liver disease were given priorily.

8. in 2007, lke many Dishict Gensral Hospllals, we had no speciglist nurses In
Hepatology and Blood Borne Viruses®. Treatment was organissd through a day unit
{Programmed Investigation Unil, PILD and run by a very sxuperisnced senior nursing
sister. The notes document regular blood monitoring and clinical review, and Ms
Huxley was taught how to give her own suboidanaeous injactions, In keeping with many
seif-administrated regimes {for a range of conditions). There I8 no record of patient
dissatisfaction with this approach at the time. | am sorry i she felt ‘rightened, unsure
anid unsupported’ but | believe that svery attempt was made to avold this.

7. Al patients were {and are) advised of the polential side sffects at the time of the
decision o treat, and again by the nursing sister on PIU at the time Ms Huley started
her treatment. The notes state that the patisnt felt bad for the first two weeks but that
ths side effects Improved with time. She did develop a complication whilst on holiday,
raquiring surgsry but at review, when a bresk in treatment {or drug holiday) wes
discussed, the patlent declined this.

Section 3: Other lssue
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8.

i is disappointing to hear of Ms Hudey's complaint against the care she recsived, not
least, as there was no reference to this at the tims and her treatment was over 10 years
ago. | bellsve that she bensfitied from wailing untll combination therapy was available
in Bridgend and any perceived delay In her treatment did not lead to a significant

worsening in her liver disease.

Btatement of Truth

| baliove that the facts stgled In this withess statement gre trus,

Table of axhibits:

Date

Notes/ Description

Exhibit number

WITN3562001-3



WITN3562001-4



